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A few words from our president…  
Spring is only a 
couple of weeks 
away and with it, 
we hope, comes 
not only the 
warmer weather 
but also the  

opportunity for a little more  
freedom. Keep your fingers crossed! 

Some good news!  With a few false 
starts due to lockdowns, our  
collaboration with Yackandandah 
Community Centre (YCC) is finally 
happening, beginning with an e-bike 
information session on 19 August at 
the Yackandandah Public Hall.  See 
below for details of this and other 
activities taking place in Yack under 

the joint banner of our U3A and 
YCC.   

Also coming soon is our annual  
survey, now in its fourth year. Your 
responses, comments and  
suggestions are important, so please 
take a few minutes to complete the 
survey.  We value everyone’s view, 
and we want to make sure we are 
meeting your needs wherever  
possible. 

As we advised you last month, the 
Food Coop is not renewing its lease 
on the Railway Station. This does 
impact on our tenancy, but we are 
having discussions with Indigo Shire 
Council about our options.   

Council’s intention is to issue an 
Expression of Interest (EOI) for the 
leasing of the Railway Station and 
Goods Shed. We have, however,  
been given a guarantee that we can 
stay where we are until the end of 
this year.  We will keep you  
informed of any 
developments.   

There’s no need 
to pack our bags 
yet! 

Rosemary Ryan—
President 
E: president.indigo.u3a@gmail.com 
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Activities at Yackandandah Community Centre...  

E-bike information session: 
19 August, 6pm-8pm at the 
Yackandandah Public Hall.  

Yack local, Phil Edwards, will explain 
the types of e-bikes available, design 
features, what to look for when  
purchasing, and care and safety.  

Bike maintenance workshops: 
25 August, 1 & 8 September, 6pm-
8pm. Phil will cover details of  
maintenance and basic servicing of 
your bike. 

Be Connected: presented by Gerri 
Boland – four weekly sessions will 
commence 2 September from 2pm-

3.30pm at the Yackandandah  
Community Centre.  Each session will 
be restricted to 6 learners. We hope 
to have 6 volunteer mentors with a 
mix of Apple and android experience 
to give individual help to learners 
with any difficulties they may have 
with their devices.   

Each session will begin with a short 
presentation about common queries 
such as: managing your photos; the 
Cloud; smart TVs; streaming options 
and any other topics suggested by the 
group. Learners will be introduced to 
the ‘Be Connected’ website and the 
learning modules.  

‘Our World: Background Briefing’: 
August & September, fortnightly on 
Tuesdays from 1pm-3pm. Join Gerry 
Engwerda’s sessions by Zoom at the 
Yackandandah Community Centre 
Zoom Hub.  

YCC can accommodate up to 10  

people in its Meeting Room, with 
viewing on an 85” TV screen.  

Indigo U3A members must enrol in 
the usual way, online via our  
website at www.indigou3a.net.  
Non-members can book by emailing 
yack.indigo.u3a@gmail.com or call 
YCC’s manager, David Thorpe, on  
02 6027 1743. 

mailto:president.indigo.u3a@gmail.com
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Course Previews…. 

A few outings to look forward to … 
17 September - Gerri Boland’s  
garden and orchard. 
15 October - Eurobin waratahs, with 
optional lunch at the Red Stag.  
19 November - Samaria Farm roses 
(nr Swanpool), with options for 
lunch.  
Trip to Wooragee Primary School  
garden to be rescheduled. 

17 August – ‘The Two Homes of 
Frank Lloyd Wright’. Wright  
emphasises the difference between 
the experimental and an  
experiment. The first might be  
undisciplined. The second was a test 
of an idea. Wright's two homes 
were the perfect vehicle to realise 
experiments. 

26 October – ‘The Modernists’. 
Modernism was a worldwide  
movement of the late 19th century 
up to mid-20th century. It broke 
with the traditional past and sought 
a new way of expressing the  
experience and values of modern 
life, which included two world wars.  
Innovation and experimentation 
were at the forefront. This session 
looks at the art that came out of 
that movement. 

 Bike Group  
 Everyday Philosophy  
 Explorers of Australia   
 Film Group  
 Games   
 Garden Group  
 Jazz on Fridays     
 Men’s Book Group   
 Poets   
 Scribblers   
 Tastes   
 Our World: Background Briefings   
 Walks with Gerri   
 Women of Words   
 Memoir/Writing from Life  
 Be Connected 
 Coffee Mornings 

The prospect of spectacular wildlife 
and Indigenous art and culture was 
what drew us to embark on our  
recent excursion to the Top End. 

Birds have always been a fascination 
for us. We were able to add some 
new species to our list including the 
brightly coloured, shy ground bird, 
the Pita, the Great Billed Heron, the 
largest Australian heron, and a pair of 
Bazzas, a raptor which previously we 
had only seen at a distance. The 
abundance of water birds around the 
many lagoons and waterways was 
impressive. Of course we also saw 
many of that NT icon, the crocodile. 

Art is 
deeply 
imbedded 
in  
Indigenous 
culture. 
We were  
privileged 
to see both art and crafts being  
produced and two art galleries with 
many fine quality pieces made by the 
east Arnhem people, the Yolngu.  

In the stone country to the north east 
of Kakadu, we sampled a small 
amount of the proliferation of  
ancient artwork that is spread across 
rock outcrops and caves at Mt  
Borradaile station.  

Interaction with Indigenous groups 
was limited by concerns of Covid  
getting into communities with  
already poor health outcomes.   
However we had a welcome to  

country with singing and dance,  
accompanied by didgeridoo and 
clapsticks, and had our aches and 
pains attended to by bush medicine 
ladies in Nhulunbuy. 

Other activities included Barra  
fishing (yes, we each caught one) 
and an excursion by boat to the 
remnants of Victoria Settlement 
which was the first attempt to  
establish a British presence in the 
region and where an exhausted 
Leichardt arrived after his first  
expedition. The settlement failed 
basically due to a lack of fresh  
water. 

The Gardeners Group... 

Art & Architecture... 

On-going... 

Escaping The Winter Chill…   

Our trip to  Arnhem Land…  by Heather & John Meyer 

Woomera to Katherine... 

Margot Hayes was also (and maybe 
still is) on the road.  She sent this 
photo in early July, and she last  
contacted us on 23 July when she 
said ‘We are in Alice Springs about 
to travel to Barrow Creek for the 
night on the way to Katherine. We 
have had a wonderful time staying 
at Woomera, Coober Pedy, Uluru 
and Kings Canyon.’ 

 

 



Committee of Management  
President: Rosemary Ryan 
Vice-President: position vacant 
Secretary: Frances Baker     
Treasurer: Richard Maskiell 
Member representatives: Michael 
Evans, Mike Bydder, Jude Doughty 
and Hugh Grady.  

Program Planning Group  
Group Members: John Meyer, 
Heather Meyer, Frances Baker,  
Maureen O’Flaherty, Margaret 
Anderson, Gail Warren-Smith, 
Brenda Nicholson, Karin Blaurock, 
and Carolyn Barratt. 

Publications & Social Media 
Website: Rosemary Ryan 
What's On: Vivienne Harvey 
Facebook:  Hugh Grady 
Newsletters & Event Flyers: 
Editor: Rosemary Ryan 
Graphics & Layout: Carolyn Barratt 
Contributed Photos: with thanks to 
Gail Warren-Smith, Heather Meyer 
and Margot Hayes. 
Please send your contributions to 
publicity.indigo.u3a@gmail.com.  

Indigo U3A Inc. 
Beechworth Railway Station 
Harper Avenue, Beechworth  

CONTACT US ON... 

email indigo.u3a@gmail.com 

tel: 0492 830 612  

website www.indigou3a.net 

Indigo U3A …. 
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LOCKDOWN 
BLUES 

In a lockdown and confined at 
home. 

No one can call in and I can't 
roam 

Stuck in an armchair watching 
TV 

Olympics or Covid. Oh-woe is 
me. 

Phil Bunn 
July 2021 

Phil Bunn’s Corner…. 
Please—keep reading the weekly 
What’s On and check the calendar 
on the website to stay up to date.   

Remember to enrol for your chosen 
courses, including the Coffee  
Mornings and especially for outdoor 
activities where maximum numbers 
may apply. 

If you have enrolled and then can’t 
attend, please let us know by 
emailing courses.indigo.u3a@gmail.com  
or calling 0492 830 612.   

An apology is especially important 
for those activities where maximum  
numbers may apply due to Covid-19  
restrictions. 

Over 30 members managed to 
sneak in a lunch between lock-
downs at the Hotel Nicholas in 
June.  Our thanks to Arthur Meyers 
for entertaining us at the piano, 
and to Phil Bunn for his poetry.  A 
good time was had by all.    

 

Winter Solstice Lunch... 

Calling all poetry lovers…  
a message from Ellen Evans 

We are a small group of poetry  
lovers who meet on the first Friday 
of every second month. Despite our 
name we don't write poetry, that is 
not our purpose. Rather we read 
and enjoy poetry. Most of us are 
happy to read or recite it out loud to 
the rest of the group, but that is not 
a requirement. 

Steven Masters for example had us 
in stitches as he read from Sister 
Madge's Book of Nuns. 

Others have had us close to tears as 
they read more serious poetry. We 
reminisced about the 50's and 60's 
as we read the Beats poetry. It's life 
in composite form. 

If you enjoy poetry, please join us in 
reading, listening to and responding 
to the wonder that is poetry. 

Friday Poets... 

Games... 

mailto:publicity.indigo.u3a@gmail.com
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